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:*"g3 1% vvaw mamisn by
I wished to arm the Jews at Tel-Aviv, who with Proper wWeapons
would have made a good fight against all comers. Here I encountered

every kind of resistance."
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"General Wavel, like most Britieh military officers, is strongly
pro-Arab. At the time of the licenses to the shipwrecked 11legal
immigrante being permitted he sent a telegram not less strong than
this, prodicting widespread disaster in the Arab world, togehher
with the loss of the Basra-Baghdad-Haifa route. I worned the General

and explained to him the remsons for the Cabinet dicision.
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All went well, and not a dog barked. = The Arabs,under der
impression of recent victories, would not make any trouble now.
Howewer, in view of the Lustre (Greek) policy I do not wish
General Wavel to be worried now by lengthy aragements abour matters
of no military consequence to the immediate situation. Therefore
Doctor Welzman should be told that the Jewish Army project must be
put off for six months, but mey be reconsidered again in four

months. The sole reason given should be lack of equipment.
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In bringing homw the troops from Palestine I had difficulties with
both my old friends, the Secretary of State for India, Mr. Amesy,
end the I.5. for the Colonies, Lord Lloyd, who was a convinced

enti-Zionlst and pro-Arab. I wished to arm the Jewish colonists.
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The failure of the Policy which you favour is proved by the very

large numbers of sorely needed troops you have to keep in
Palestine: & battalions of infantry, 9 regiments of Yeamarry,

8 battalions of austratimn infantry, the whole probably more than
20,000 men. This is the price we have to pay for the anti-Jewish
policy which has been persisted in for some years should the war
gEo heavily into Egypt, all theee troops will have to be with-
drawn, and the position of the Jewieh mam colonists will be one the

greatest danger
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I do not cnnside£ that proper use is being made of the lrage
forces in Palestine. The essence of the situatlons depends on
arming the Jewish colonists sufficiently to enable them to under-
take their own defence, so that if necessary for a short time

the whole of Pal. can be left to very small Britieh forces.
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I em in full agreement with the snswer you propose to Wedgwood's
quaéstion, and I do not want Jewish forces ralsed to serve outside
Pal. The main and almost the sole ain in Pal. at the present time
i# to liberate the eleven battalions of excellent Regular troops
who are now vetherd there. For this purpose the Jews should be
armed in their owndefence, and properly organised as speedily as
posgible. We can always prevent them from attecking the Arabs
by our ses powers, which cuts them off from the outer world, and
by other friendly influnces. On the other hand, we cannot leave
them unarmed when our troops leave, as leave they must at a very

early date.
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The cruel penalties imposed by your predecour upen the Jews in
Pal. for arming have made it necessary to tle up needless forces
for their protection. Pray let me know exactly what weapons and

organisations the Jews have for self-defence.
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I have now read this paper about "British Strategic Needs in the
Levant States". The Chiefs of Staff seem to assume that partition
(of Pal.) will arouse Jewish xm resentment. It is on the contrary
the White Paper that arcuses the Jewlish resentment. The opposition
to partition will come from the Arabs, end any violence by the
Arabe will bexmme countered by the Jews. It must be remembred that
Lord Wavell has stated that, left to themselves, the Jews would
beat the Arabs. There cannot therefore be amy great danger = in our
joining with the Jews %o snforce the kind of proposal ebout
partition which ere set forth in the Ministerial paper. I therefore
cannot accept in any way the requirements for internal security set
out in the table, which proceeds on the assumption that both the
Jews and the Arabs would join together to fight. Obviously we

ghall not process with any plan of partition which the Jews do i

not support.
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