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One of the first matters brought to my notlce as

8, of 8. is very important question of setting up a
L.C. in Pal. and I see from your letter to Maffey of
10th June that you propose to begin preliminary
talks on the subject on 15th June, Quite franily

I start with an inclination in favour of a C-L

based upon parity as betwean Arabs and Jews (if anything
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moTe in the interests of Arabs themselves than of Jews)
but I fully appreclate that present proposals are
result of long and very careful consideratlon by
yourself and 8ir C.L. I am not suggesting that there
should necessarily be any change in the policy agreed
on by Government (in any event I shouldof course not
propose that without first reaching agreement with
you) but I am anxious not to be personally committed
until I have been able to familiarise myself with past
discussionsand arguments for actlon on the lines which
have been approved, and I have not had time to read

up the papers yet I am telegraphing therefore to know
whether 1t would be embarassing to you to suspend
further talks for say a week so that I ecan go fully
into matter, If this would cause you any embarassment

ptease do oot hesitate to say so.
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L.C, your telegram of 14th June I fully understand your
natural wigh for time to study the past papers. I shall
certainly postpone desoussions for a week as you suggest

or aven two weeis if necessary. But I had already

arranged dates for discussions and further delay



would cause susplcion of Gov. intentions.

2. I think that you should know that in accordance with
para % of your predecessors secret despateh of 6th
December 1934 and Cabinet decision which gave me full
authority to enter into officlal descussions locally,

I made 1t clear several months ago to Arab and Jewlsh
lsaders that during autumn of 1934 precise proposals
for L.C. had been approved by H.M.G. under which while
Arabs must not expect all the powers thelr leaders

had proposed a year ago, the Jewlsh claim for parity
had been definitely rejected (see para 3 (1) of secret
despatch of 6 Decem. 34%) This communication was made
unofficially but it 1s no secret.

3+ Delays in Municipal electionsalone made it in my
opinion advisable to postpone formal discussions

until nov. But as my delay in beglnning discussions
gave rise to much.talk that H.M.G. had decided to
shelve proposal for L.C. sine I thought it
essential to convince leaders that contrary was the
case andtherefore to make above communication, Although
I felt it wiser to postpone discussion of details until
now, it was obviosly necessary to make these two points
clear so that both Arabs and Jews should have time to
adjust their ideas to H.M.G. decision before reaching
the stage of formal negotiations,
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